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Background 
 

Since the 1990s, governments in both the North and the South have been heavily promoting 
biofuels and enacting ‘industry-forging’ policies as a result of concerns related to climate 
change mitigation (especially in the EU), energy security (especially in the US) and farmer 
support and rural development (in Brazil, but also in the US and EU). Policy discourses 
provided by lobbies have been based on the framing of lack of energy as an impediment to 
development and growth. The allure of biofuels is linked to addressing climate change, energy 
security and rural development at once without fundamentally altering energy consumption 
practices. Some industries consider most kinds of biofuels attractive also because they can 
provide ‘drop-in’ solutions – they can be distributed through existing infrastructure (pipelines, 
storage facilities, fuel distribution networks) and existing end-user technology (internal 
combustion engines).  

From the turn of the century to around 2006/07, the main biofuel producer countries/regions 
(Brazil, the United States and the EU) enacted policies that effectively forged the various 
regional foundations of an emerging ‘global industry’. The EU and US set minimum mandates 
on the use of biofuels and provided a range of subsidies, research funding and investment 
facilities to farmers, processors, blenders, biotech companies and universities. Early Brazilian 
government support of the 1970s and 1980s had waned by the end of the century, but was 
revitalized in the 2000s. Agricultural lobbies (US corn, German rapeseed farmer unions), 
climate change activists seeking non-fossil fuel alternatives, and government departments 
concerned with energy and security provided a unique combination of interests that pushed 
biofuel-friendly policies in a generally favourable political environment.  

This led to a boost of investments in farming and processing in Brazil, the United States and 
the EU, but also to interest in large-scale investments in land for biofuel production – 
especially in Africa but also in Southeast Asia. Following decades of neglect in agricultural and 
rural development, governments in the South saw large-scale investment in land by domestic 
and international actors as a welcome boost in infrastructure provision and foreign exchange 
generation.  

Increasing food prices and the related food riots starting in 2006/07 dramatically altered this 
picture. Biofuel production has been pointed out as a major cause of increasing food prices 
because it takes land and water away from food production – although estimates of the actual 
impact of biofuel production on total food price increases vary from 3 to 75 per cent. Many 
studies have highlighted deeply problematic aspects of land investments, including shady 
deals, little benefit for local communities, lack of participation in decision-making at the local 
level, and environmental degradation. Doubts have also started to be cast on the impact of 
biofuel production on GHG emission reductions. Some feedstock-location combinations are 
deemed to be especially problematic in terms of GHG balance and/or in terms of 
deforestation. A wider methodological debate is also raging on how to take into account of 
crop residues and indirect land use change in the calculation of energy balance sheets and 
GHG emissions. To these arguments, pro-biofuel analysts respond that marginal land is 
indeed available for biofuel production and that with modern farm management and improved 
technology it is possible to produce a meaningful proportion of fuels for transport from 
biological resources without affecting food supply. Counter-arguments to these highlight that 
land is often not actually ‘available’ even when labelled as such, that in marginal lands yields 
are much lower, and that faith in technology is misplaced.  

As criticism mounted on biofuels, the EU enacted demands for sustainability standards for the 
production, trade and use of biofuels in member countries. The US also fine-tuned its subsidies 



	  
	  

3	  

and regulation to increase support of ‘next generation’ biofuels relative to first generation 
biofuels. And Brazil increased its public relations effort aimed at showing that sugarcane-
based ethanol production in the country has indeed a positive impact on GHG emission 
reductions. A number of legal issues are also being raised on whether biofuel domestic 
support and trade measures comply with WTO rules. 

At the same time, the biotech industry saw these developments as a window of opportunity to 
gain public support (and research funding, investment, financing) for ‘cleaner’, more value-
added and less land-dependent versions of biofuel production, based on improved and new 
transformation processes of cellulosic material and other waste and on the development of 
algae feed stocks.  

A considerable amount of attention has been paid so far in the academic literature – from a 
variety of disciplinary grounds – on projections of how biofuel industries will operate in the 
future, on technology development and its potential, and on processes of land acquisition and 
impact on livelihoods. However, many questions still remain unanswered.  

 

 

This conference wil l  focus on three areas that merit  further research and 
debate:   

1. The role of standards and sustainability certifications in shaping the biofuel industry in 
the context of larger processes of governance and regulation (at national, regional and 
international levels, including the WTO). 

2. The impact of actually existing investments on trade flows on the structure of regional 
and global biofuel industries, and on food security, land use, water resources and rural 
livelihoods. 

3. How discourses and imaginaries on biofuel innovation, technology development and 
scaling-up impact strategic choices, policies and practices – in relation to both first- and 
next-generation biofuels.  
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Day 1:  19 November – Venue: Danish Institute for International Studies (DIIS), Nordskov 
Room, Wilders Plads 8H, Copenhagen 

 

8:30 – 9:00 Arrival  and registration 

9:00 – 9:05 Opening remarks by Stefano Ponte,  CBS 

9:05 – 10:30 

(Closed 
workshop 
format) 

Session 1:  Ethics and legal approaches to biofuels 
 

Chair :  Arthur Mol, University of Wageningen 

Presenters:  Helle Tegner Anker (University of Copenhagen), Izabel R. 
Portocarrero (University of Salamanca), Evgenia Pavlovskaia (Lund 
University) 

Discussants:  Jolene Lin (Univ. of Hong Kong) and Steen Vallentin (CBS) 
 

Papers:  

“Controversial steering: Ethical and legal issues raised by bioenergy 
governance approaches under uncertainty”, Christian Gamborg, Peter 
Sandøe & Helle Tegner Anker (University of Copenhagen) 

“Problems ahead or the way forward? An analysis of the RED Directive, 
certification schemes, WTO agreements and the social sustainability of 
biofuels”, Izabel R. Portocarrero & Barbara E. Ribeiro (University of 
Salamanca) 

“Sustainability Criteria in a Binding Legal Context, with a Particular Focus on 
the Control Issue”, Evgenia Pavlovskaia (Lund University) 

10:30 – 10:45 Coffee Break 

10:45 – 12:00 

(Closed 
workshop 
format) 

Session 2:  Impacts of  biofuels on land use,  l ivel ihoods and 
economic development 1 
 

Chair :  Stine Haakonsson, CBS 

Presenters:  Carol Hunsberger (Institute of Social Studies, The Hague), Orla 
Shortall (University of Nottingham and University of Copenhagen), Marie 
Widengård (Gothenburg University) 

Discussant:  Jens Friis Lund (University of Copenhagen) 
 

Papers:  

“Livelihood impacts of biofuel crop production: mediating factors and 
implications for governance”, Carol Hunsberger (Institute of Social Studies, 
The Hague), Simon Bolwig (Denmark Technical University), Esteve Corbera 
(Universitat Autònoma de Barcelona) & Felix Creutzig (University of Berlin) 

“The role of marginal land in governing sustainable biofuels: An exploration of 
definitions and embedded assumptions”, Orla Shortall (University of 
Nottingham and University of Copenhagen) 

“EU biofuel investors and deforestation in Sub-Saharan Africa – Case studies 
and methodology development”, Marie Widengård, Peter Roberntz, Tobias 
Edman, Allan Carlson, et al (Gothenburg University) 

12:00 – 13:00 Lunch (Change of venue to Main Auditorium, DIIS, Strandgade 71) 
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13:00 – 14:30 

(Closed 
workshop 
format) 

Session 3:  Impacts of  biofuels on land use,  l ivel ihoods and 
economic development 2 
 

Chair :  Jens Friis Lund, University of Copenhagen 

Presenters:  Rasmus Kløcker Larsen (Stockholm Environment Institute), 
Ben Richardson (University of Warwick), Derek Newberry (University of 
Pennsylvania) 

Discussant:  Simon Bolwig (Denmark Technical University)  
 

Papers:  

“Questioning the rigour of the EU’s policy on “sustainable” biofuels: water 
resources and community grievances in the Indonesian oil palm sector”, 
Rasmus Kløcker Larsen and Maria Osbeck (Stockholm Environment 
Institute), Norman Jiwan and Abetnego Tarigan (Palm Oil Watch, Bogor, 
Indonesia), Arie Rompas and Johanes Jenito (WALHI Central 
Kalimantan/Friends of the Earth Indonesia, Palangkaraya, Indonesia) 

“Certification schemes and the governance of land: enforcing standards or 
enabling scrutiny?” Elizabeth Fortin (University of Bristol) & Ben Richardson 
(University of Warwick) 

“Why Are There Cattle in the Conservation Area? Exploring Cultural Barriers 
in the Implementation of Biofuel Standards”, Derek Newberry (University of 
Pennsylvania) 

14:30 – 15:00 Coffee break 

15:00 – 16:45 

(Open public  
seminar in 
Main 
Auditorium) 

 

15:10 – 15:30 

 

 

 

15:30 – 15:50 

 

15:50 – 16:20 

 

 

 

 

 

15:20-16:45  

Public  seminar:  Governing Sustainable Biofuels:  Markets,  
Certif ication and Technology. 

 

Chair :  Stefano Ponte, CBS 
 

Keynote Speakers:  

Biofuel  Dichotomies 

Arthur Mol, professor, Department of Social Sciences, University of 
Wageningen,  
 

Certif ied Sustainable:  The EU’s Biofuels Sustainabil ity Scheme 

Jolene Lin, assistant professor, Faculty of Law, the University of Hong Kong 

Roundtable discussion:  

Anne Grete Holmsgaard, Director, Biorefining Alliance  

Kirsten Hjørnholm Sørensen, Policy Advisor, ActionAid Denmark (MS) 

Robert Arendal, Chairman, Sustainable Biofuels Network 

Andreas Rasche, Professor of Business in Society, CBS 

Open discussion 

16:45 – 18:00 Reception 
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Day 2:  20 November – Venue: Copenhagen Business School (CBS), Howitzvej 60, 6th 
floor, Frederiksberg 

 

9:00 – 10:30 

(Closed 
workshop 
format) 

Session 4:  Biofuel  regulation,  governance and sustainabil ity 
certif ication 1 

 

Chair :  Jolene Lin, University of Hong Kong 

Presenters:  Bente Hessellund Andersen (Aalborg University) & 
Michael Søgaard Jørgensen (Aalborg University), Robert Ackrill 
(Nottingham Business School), Stefano Ponte (Copenhagen Business 
School) 

Discussant:  Arthur Mol (Wageningen University) 

 

Papers:  

“Fulfilling EU’s bioenergy targets: from global sourcing to national re-
organisation of agriculture”, Bente Hessellund Andersen (Aalborg 
University) & Michael Søgaard Jørgensen (Aalborg University)  

“Build It and They Will Come: Challenges in Biofuels Market-Creation”, 
Robert Ackrill (Nottingham Business School) and Adrian Kay (The 
Australian National University) 

“Governance, regulation and sustainability certification in the global 
biofuel industry”, Stefano Ponte (Copenhagen Business School) 

10:30 – 10:45 Coffee Break 

10:45 – 12:15 

(Closed 
workshop 
format) 

Session 5:  Biofuel  regulation,  governance and sustainabil ity 
certif ication 2 

 

Chair :  Janus Hansen, CBS 

Presenters:  Brice Laurent (Centre de Sociologie de l'Innovation, Mines 
ParisTech), Carsten Daugbjerg (University of Copenhagen), Alan 
Swinbank (University of Reading), Lorenzo di Lucia (Lund University) 

Discussant:  Susana Borras (Copenhagen Business School) 

 

Papers:  

“On subsidiarity, competitiveness and sustainability: Negotiating political, 
economic and material boundaries within European and national biofuel 
markets”, Brice Laurent (Centre de Sociologie de l'Innovation, Mines 
ParisTech) 

“Improving the RED? Biofuels, greenhouse gas emissions, sustainability, 
efficiency, and WTO compatibility”, Alan Swinbank (University of 
Reading) & Carsten Daugbjerg (University of Copenhagen) 

“Too difficult to govern? An assessment of the governability of biofuels in 
the EU”, Lorenzo di Lucia (Lund University) 
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12:15 – 13:15 Lunch 

13:15 – 14:45 

(Closed 
workshop 
format) 

Session 6:  Biofuel  regulation,  governance and sustainabil ity 
certif ication 3 

 

Chair :  Izabel Portocarrero, University of Salamanca   

Presenters:  Selena Herrera (Federal Rural University of Rio de 
Janeiro), Peter Oosterveer (Wageningen University), Nicole Labruto 
(Massachusetts Institute of Technology) 

Discussant:  Lone Riisgaard (Roskilde University) 

 

Papers:  

“Governance and sustainability of biofuels market promoted by global 
certifications: the case of Brazil”, Selena Herrera (Federal Rural 
University of Rio de Janeiro) 

“What about the sustainability of biodiesel from palmoil?” Peter 
Oosterveer (Wageningen University) 

“’The National Commitment’: Governing Scientific and Social Justice 
Practices in the Brazilian Ethanol Industry”, Nicole Labruto 
(Massachusetts Institute of Technology) 

14:45 – 15:00 Coffee break 

15:00 – 16:45 

(Closed 
workshop 
format) 

  

Session 7:  Biofuel  innovation,  technology and professions 

 

Chair :  Simon Bolwig, Technical University of Denmark 

Presenters:  Lasse Folke Henriksen (Copenhagen Business School), 
Antje Klitkou and Arne Fevolden (NIFU-Nordic Institute for Studies in 
Innovation, Research and Education), Pietro Berti (University of Exeter). 

Discussant:  Janus Hansen (Copenhagen Business School) 

 

Papers:  

"Transnational Communities as Actors in the Global Economy: 
Professional Networks and International Biofuels Standards", Lasse 
Folke Henriksen (Copenhagen Business School) 

“Emerging technological innovation systems for second generation 
biofuels in Norway”, Antje Klitkou & Arne Fevolden (NIFU-Nordic 
Institute for Studies in Innovation, Research and Education) 

 “A policy-promise lock-in of UK biofuel policy”, Pietro Berti (University of 
Exeter) and Les Levidow (Open University, Milton Keynes) 

16:30 – 17:00 What’s next:  Publication and dissemination plans 

 


